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[Abstract]

As the Internet is part of the infrastructure of our society today, the stable and uninterrupted operation of the critical services that
constitute the Internet is not essential to the stable operation of the Internet alone, but to our society as a whole. The domain
name system is one of the critical services that underlie the Internet and its operation and management is an important element
of the well-being of the Internet from a technical perspective. Although governance in the administration and operation of the
domain name system is one of the most important issues in privately-led administration of the Internet, the administration of the
country-code top-level domain (ccTLD) is not fully in the governance mechanism of the rest of the Internet. The objective of
this article is to provide a statistical and economic account of ccTLD use, so as to examine how the commitment to serve the
residents of the relevant country or territory as well as the global Internet community has been fulfilled as claimed in earlier
policy documents.
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