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[ Abstract]

This paper deals with the question of what kind of conditions gave rise to the type of media commonly called
User Created Contents (UCC) in the recent years such as Nico nico video and Wikipedia. How come it was
possible for this type of media to rise to the prominence in a seemingly abrupt manner? The paper first look
at a number of hobby interest social networks, which do not involve professionals, in areas such as computer
games, indie culture in popular music, and others in comparison with UCC. Various hobby interest networks
and indie cultures are then shown to have very similar characteristics with UCC.These creative connections
include online and real life interactions, and are termed "User Creative Networks" (UCNs).Through a
qualitative analysis of successful and unsuccessful cases of online UCN (UCC) in indie culture of computer
game development, it is shown that real life UCN's network effect makes an important contribution to the
formation of online UCN (UCC).
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